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Segunda Guerra: noticias sobre los programas de reparaciones

11/11/2010

Por Giovanni B. Krähe

Segunda Guerra y criminalidad: 42 millones de dólares en falsas reparaciones

Revisando las fuentes utilizadas para este post sobre el “efecto Auschwitz“, descubrimos este reciente
comunicado (9/11/2010) del departamento de justicia de NYC sobre hechos criminosos en relación a las
reparaciones solicitadas a Alemania en el contexto de la Segunda Guerra. Se trata de un escándalo
preocupante porque involucra al prestigioso Claims Conference, el Conference on Jewish Material Claims
Against Germany. Según las investigaciones, no se trataría de un caso aislado de corrupción, sino de un
“sistema” que funciona desde hace un buen tiempo (aprox. 42 millones US.) y responsabiliza a un ex-
director del Claim Conference (link fuente). Según las investigaciones periodísticas (link fuente), el sistema
consistía en colocar avisos de periódicos en las zonas de Brighton Beach, barrio di Brooklyn, conocido por
ser residencia de un gran número de emigrados rusos. Se buscaba a todas aquellas personas que pudiesen
cumplir con los criterios de “víctima del holocausto”. Cuando la persona no cumplía los requisitos, los
implicados manipulaban los datos de nacimiento, documentos de apoyo y hasta creaban cartas donde se
contaban historias personales sobre persecusiones inventadas completamente (sobre esto último cfr. el
post “efecto Ausschwitz”). El comunicado del FBI puede leerse aquí. El debate académico a partir de la
prensa europea está iniciando todavía. Varios medios ya se están ocupando, la Agencia ANSA italiana
(agencia central de prensa, aquella que da la info. a los demás medios) ya reproduce la noticia, también lo
hace el diario israelí HAARETZ . No hemos encontrado fuentes de prensa en LA. Detalles del comunicado de
prensa del Departamento de justicia de NYC puede leerse en este documento (el mismo de la imagen y del
FBI, clicar para ampliarlo). A continuación el resumen de la noticia de la prensa israelí HAARETZ:

FBI arrests 17 for defrauding U.S. Holocaust fund

Ring of suspects used forged documents to claim funds paid by Germany to victims of the Nazis,
prosecutors claim.

FBI investigators on Tuesday arrested 17 people in New York in connection with a $42.5 million organized
fraud against a compensation fund for Holocaust victims.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office is charging the 17, who include six current and former staff members of the
Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany Claims Conference, which issues payments to
Jewish Holocaust victims, with making false financial claims using false documents.
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“We are outraged that individuals would steal money intended for survivors of history’s worst crime to
enrich themselves,” said Conference chairman Julius Berman. “It is an affront to human decency.”

The scheme was discovered late last year when Conference officials noticed that several claimants had
falsified information to receive pensions from the Hardship Fund, set up by the German government to
make one-time payments of $3,600 to Jewish victims of Nazism who emigrated from Soviet bloc countries.

In July 2010, the Claims Conference suspended 202 pensions with a total value of $7 million. Since then, it
has unscovered suspected fraud in another 456 pensions worth an additional $24.5 million. It also suspects
false claims in 4,957 one-time payments under the Hardship Fund, with a total value of $18 million,.

The Claims Conference said that no Holocaust victims were deprived of any funds because of the crime,
and pledged full cooperation to help authorities bring the fraudsters to justice

(Link HAARETZ)

The Hardship Fund pays a one-time payment of approximately $3,600 to victims of Nazi persecution who
evacuated the cities in which they lived and were forced to become refugees. Members of the conspiracy
submitted fraudulent applications for people who were not eligible. Many of the recipients of fraudulent
funds were born after World War II, and at least one person was not even Jewish. Some conspirators
recruited other individuals to provide identification documents, such as passports and birth certificates,
which were then fraudulently altered and submitted to corrupt insiders at the Claims Conference, who
then processed those applications. When the applicants received their compensation checks, they kept a
portion of the money and passed the rest back up the chain.

From the investigation to date, approximately 4,957 Hardship Fund applications from 2000 through 2009
appear to be fraudulent. These applications resulted in a loss to the Hardship Fund of approximately $18
million. The Article 2 Fund makes monthly payments of approximately $411 to survivors of Nazi
persecution who make less than $16,000 per year, and either (1) lived in hiding or under a false identity for
at least 18 months; (2) lived in a Jewish ghetto for 18 months; or (3) were incarcerated for six months in a
concentration camp or a forced labor camp.

(Link FBI)

Faked Documents

The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany — also known as the Claims Conference —
provides assistance to victims of Nazi persecution by supervising and administering several funds that
make reparation payments. Applications for disbursements are processed by employees in Manhattan,
who must confirm that the applicants meet the specific criteria for fund disbursements.
The criminal complaint alleges that staffers of the Claims Conference approved more than 5,000 fraudulent
applications for aid and then distributed the assistance funds among themselves and outside co-
conspirators.

(Link RFE).
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