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Segunda Guerra y criminalidad: 42 millones de délares en falsas reparaciones

Revisando las fuentes utilizadas para este post sobre el “efecto Auschwitz“, descubrimos este reciente
comunicado (9/11/2010) del departamento de justicia de NYC sobre hechos criminosos en relaciéon a las
reparaciones solicitadas a Alemania en el contexto de la Segunda Guerra. Se trata de un escandalo
preocupante porque involucra al prestigioso Claims Conference, el Conference on Jewish Material Claims
Against Germany. Segun las investigaciones, no se trataria de un caso aislado de corrupcién, sino de un
“sistema” que funciona desde hace un buen tiempo (aprox. 42 millones US.) y responsabiliza a un ex-
director del Claim Conference (link fuente). Segun las investigaciones periodisticas (link fuente), el sistema
consistia en colocar avisos de periddicos en las zonas de Brighton Beach, barrio di Brooklyn, conocido por
ser residencia de un gran niumero de emigrados rusos. Se buscaba a todas aquellas personas que pudiesen
cumplir con los criterios de “victima del holocausto”. Cuando la persona no cumplia los requisitos, los
implicados manipulaban los datos de nacimiento, documentos de apoyo y hasta creaban cartas donde se
contaban historias personales sobre persecusiones inventadas completamente (sobre esto ultimo cfr. el
post “efecto Ausschwitz”). El comunicado del FBI puede leerse aqui. El debate académico a partir de la
prensa europea estd iniciando todavia. Varios medios ya se estan ocupando, la Agencia ANSA italiana
(agencia central de prensa, aquella que da la info. a los demas medios) ya reproduce la noticia, también lo
hace el diario israeli HAARETZ . No hemos encontrado fuentes de prensa en LA. Detalles del comunicado de
prensa del Departamento de justicia de NYC puede leerse en este documento (el mismo de la imagen y del
FBI, clicar para ampliarlo). A continuacién el resumen de la noticia de la prensa israeli HAARETZ:

FBI arrests 17 for defrauding U.S. Holocaust fund

Ring of suspects used forged documents to claim funds paid by Germany to victims of the Nazis,
prosecutors claim.

FBI investigators on Tuesday arrested 17 people in New York in connection with a $42.5 million organized
fraud against a compensation fund for Holocaust victims.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office is charging the 17, who include six current and former staff members of the
Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany Claims Conference, which issues payments to
Jewish Holocaust victims, with making false financial claims using false documents.
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worst crime to
to human decency.”

“We are outraged that individuals would steal money intended for su
enrich themselves,” said Conference chairman Julius Berman. “It is an affro

The scheme was discovered late last year when Conference officials noticed that several claimants had
falsified information to receive pensions from the Hardship Fund, set up by the German government to
make one-time payments of $3,600 to Jewish victims of Nazism who emigrated from Soviet bloc countries.

In July 2010, the Claims Conference suspended 202 pensions with a total value of $7 million. Since then, it
has unscovered suspected fraud in another 456 pensions worth an additional $24.5 million. It also suspects
false claims in 4,957 one-time payments under the Hardship Fund, with a total value of $18 million,.

The Claims Conference said that no Holocaust victims were deprived of any funds because of the crime,
and pledged full cooperation to help authorities bring the fraudsters to justice

(Link HAARETZ)

The Hardship Fund pays a one-time payment of approximately $3,600 to victims of Nazi persecution who
evacuated the cities in which they lived and were forced to become refugees. Members of the conspiracy
submitted fraudulent applications for people who were not eligible. Many of the recipients of fraudulent
funds were born after World War I, and at least one person was not even Jewish. Some conspirators
recruited other individuals to provide identification documents, such as passports and birth certificates,
which were then fraudulently altered and submitted to corrupt insiders at the Claims Conference, who
then processed those applications. When the applicants received their compensation checks, they kept a
portion of the money and passed the rest back up the chain.

From the investigation to date, approximately 4,957 Hardship Fund applications from 2000 through 2009
appear to be fraudulent. These applications resulted in a loss to the Hardship Fund of approximately $18
million. The Article 2 Fund makes monthly payments of approximately $S411 to survivors of Nazi
persecution who make less than $16,000 per year, and either (1) lived in hiding or under a false identity for
at least 18 months; (2) lived in a Jewish ghetto for 18 months; or (3) were incarcerated for six months in a
concentration camp or a forced labor camp.

(Link FBI)
Faked Documents

The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany — also known as the Claims Conference —
provides assistance to victims of Nazi persecution by supervising and administering several funds that
make reparation payments. Applications for disbursements are processed by employees in Manhattan,
who must confirm that the applicants meet the specific criteria for fund disbursements.
The criminal complaint alleges that staffers of the Claims Conference approved more than 5,000 fraudulent
applications for aid and then distributed the assistance funds among themselves and outside co-
conspirators.

(Link RFE).
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United States Attorney
Southern District of New York

s
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: U.S. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
NOVEMBER 9, 2010 ELLEN DAVIS,

EDELI RIVERA,
JESSIE ERWIN

PUBLIC INFORMATION COFFICE
(212) 637-2600

FBI

JIM MARGOLIN, RICHARD KOLEKO
PUBLIC INFORMATION QOFFICE
(212) 384-2720, 2715

MANHATTAN U.S. ATTORNEY CHARGES 17 PEOPLE WITH
PARTICIPATING IN $42.5 MILLION FRAUD ON ORGANIZATION
THAT MAKES REPARATTIONS TO VICTTMS OF NAZT PERSECUTION

ot
4
i}
o
I-1.
o}
4]
N
tn

Six Corrup Allege acessed Thousan Qc Of Fraudulent
Applications For Payments Msan ctual V. ] :

PREET BHARARM, tne Unitea States Attorney for the
Souvthern District of Kew York, and JRHICZE K. FEDARZYE, the
Lssistant Directcr-In-Chargs ﬂf the New Yﬂrk Offlbu of the
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urnsealing of criminal charges against s -cnteen a__EWed members
of a leng-running schems at defrauded precgrams estanlished to
ald survivors of Nazi psrssecuticn ocut of more than 542 million.
Inp_cyees of the Conference on Jewish Material Claime Against
Gernany (the "Olaims Conforﬁrﬂo"], wnicn adminiastered the
Frograms, SR Abielele i nd aprrove lagitimate
app_ications. nstea c_Lly Apnro over 5,500
fravdulent app’lcations, Lesultlng in payouts to applicants who
did nct qualify fcr the programs. In exchange, thasz insiders
kept a portion of the money for themaselves and their oo
corspirators.

Manrattan U.3, BRttorney PREET BHARARZ sa’d: "If ever
there was a cause that vou would hope and expect would e immane
base greed and criminal fraug, it would be tas Claims
Conference, wiich every day assists thousands of poor and elderly
viobims of Naz! persecution.  Sadly, Chose wvictbim funds were
themselves victimized. Without the extracrdinary coogeration of
the Claims Cornference in ferreting out this alleged scheme to
defraud them, 1t never wou.,d have been sxocsed. We thank them
for their assistance. With our partners at the F2I, we will
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brirg to “ustice all those whe would callcusly lins their own
pockets by looting a lifeline for Holocaust survivors."

FBEI Assistant Director-in-Charge JANICE #. FEDARCYE
zaid: "Ezch of the defendants wlaved a role in creating, filing
ard precessing fraudulent claims on kexalf of non-gualifying
applicants -- and dividing up the spoils. PFunds eaztanlished and
firanced by the German government to alid Hclocaust surviveors were
ziphened off by the greedy, and net paid cut, as intended, to the
worthy., This was & brazen niscarriage of the compsnsation
programs.”

25 alleged in the Criminal Complaint and other charging
documents unsea’_ed today:

The Claims Conference, a not-for-vrofit organization
wiich provides assistance to victims of Nazi persecuticn,
supervises and administers severzl funds that make revaration
paynents bo victims of the Nazis, including "the Jardship Fund”
ard "the Article 2 Fund," bkoth of which are funded by the Gorman
government. Applications for disbursements througs these funds
are processed by emplovees of the Claims Cenference’s cffice in
Martattan, and the employees are supposed toe confirm that the
applicanls meel Lhe speciflc crileria [for saymenls unders Lhe
furds.

Bz part of the charged scherms, a web of individuals —-
ircuding six of Lhe employees who worked for Lhe Tlaims
Conference -- systematically defrauded the Article 2 Fund and
Hardshin Fund prcgrams for over & decades. As explained in the
Complaint, the Claims Conference first suspected tae fraud in
Decemper 2009%, and immedialely reporled Lheir suspicions Lo law
erlorcemenl, wr ch conduclLad a wide-reaching invesl'galion
restlting in tne charges unsesaled todav.

The Fardship Furd pays a one-time pavyment of
approximalaly 53,600 Lo vioclims of Nas' perseculion who avacualead
the cities in which they lived and were fcrced To heccme
refugees. Menkbers cof the consviracy submitted fraudulent
app_ications tor owecple wio were not eligisle. Many cf the
rec’ pienls of Traudulenl furds wers born aller World War TT, and
att _east ons perscn was not even Jawish. Somg conspirators
recruited other individuals tc vrovide Identification documsnts,
atch as passports and birtn certificates, which were then
fravdulently a_tered and submitted to corruct insiders at the
Cla‘ms Confererce, who then processed those applicatiocns.  When
the applicants receivs elr compensation checks, thev kept a
porticn of the nmeney and passed the rest pack up taes chain.
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From the investigaticn to date, soproximately 4,257
Mardship Fund applicaticons from 2000 through 2009 appear to he
fravdulent.. "hese applications resulted in a loss to the
Hardshin Fund of avcroximatelvy $18 million.

The Article 2 Cund makes monthly cavments of
approximately 5411 to asurvivors of Nazl persecution who maks leas
thar $16,000 per vear, and either (1) lived in hiding cr under a
fa_se identity for gt lsast 18 menths; (2) lived in a Jewish
gquette for 18 months; or (3) were incarcerated for s=ix months in
a concentration came or a forced labor camo.

The fraud on the Article 2 Fund involved doctored
iderntification deocuments in which the applicant’s date and place
of birth had kesen changed. The fraud alsc involved more
sophisticated decection, Including altering documente that the
Claims Confe » cotains from cutside sources to verify a
persen’ s persecuticon by the Nazis. Some of the detailed
dezcriptions of persecution in the fraudulent Article 2
applicetions were completely fabricated.

From the investigaticn to date, avproximately 638
Brticle 2 Fund cases processed oy the Zlaims Conference have besen
delermined Lo be [raudulenl, [rom approximalely 19%2 Lhrough

20049, Those cascs have reaulted in a lo=2s to the Claims
Corference of apprcximate.y $24.5 million.

= * E

Elever defencants were arrested this morning., Chargess
against five other defendants, four of whem have pled guilty,
were unsealed today. The names of all of the defendants, alcng
w' Lt Lhe charges and maximum cenallies, are included in a charl
below.

Mr. BEARARA pralsed the inwvestigative work cf the F3I.
e alse Lhanked Lhe Claima CZonference for oringing Lhis maller Lo
g *Bl's atterticn and for its extraordinary cooperaticn in this
irvestigation, which he noted is ocngoing.

The case is beirng handlec by the Office’s Comolex

ravds Unit, Assistant U.5. Attorneys [LBRPCCA RO and LI1SA
AURNBERG ars n charge of the oresscution.

The charges contalred in the Tomelaints are merely
accusations arnd the defendarts charged in the Complaints are
presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.

10~-350 4
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211 Fraud

Defendants in U. 5, v, Semen Domnitser, =t al,
Dafandant Rasidenca Panaltias
Semen Domnitser Lreooklyn, NY of Conspirz in »rison

ent; fire of up o

Vzlentlza Bomasiova

Brocklyn, ¥

Ore counk ol Consplracy
Lo e il Ma 1l Fravd;
cre count of Monsy

srlson on 2ach

3 rl
on the conspiracy ceunt and

Ap Lo $250, 000

oLe Witness

Tampesrling

Launzering up Te 5500,0I0 on the money
laardsring acount
Foline Szaroszelezsky Brocklyn, WY Ore count of Conspiracy 20 o=
Loy Comr il Mzl Fraed [B]s)
Foaling Soronson Frooklyn, MY of Conspirsz in orison or
Mz11 Fraud: ap to
orhe count of Witness
Tarposring
Foline Zreyter Brooklyn, HY Ore count of Conspiracy z0 v in prizon; fine oI
Lo Zommit M1l Frauvd up - 50,000
Lilive Uxrainsky brooklvn, XY Ore count of Consplrscy -5 in wrison; fine oI
to Commit Mzil Fraud up To SE50,07I0
Gzlina Trutirs-Demechzi | Brocklyn, H¥ Ore count of Conspiracy lzony fine of
Lo Comril Malil Fraud
Brooklyn, HY Cre count Conspir _B0n N
to 1 Fraud; ap to $25

Dora Grards Broocklyn, MY Orea count ol Jonspiracy tins ol
q 211 Frand

Foling arcshina Brooklyn, MY Ore - of Jonspiracy 0 in orisong fine of
Mzil Fraud up —o 5250,0I0

Abram Grinmar Brocklyn, WY Ore count of Conspilracy in priszon; fine o
Lo Sommil Mzil Frad Lo, a00

Tetyana Grinman Brooklyn, Y Ore count of Conspirscy 20y in wrisong; fine of
to Comrit up Ta 5250,070
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Detendants previcusl:

charged

Defendant Reszidence Charges Maximum Penalties
Fzirza EBrooklyn, N9Y Conspirooy to 20 years in prison;
Traud Zine of up to SZE0,0300
Rziza Belgorodskays Broczklyn, WY Ore count of Conspirzcy to 20 yeare in prison on
Corall Eail ud; cns coual ol Lins ol ug
braud; o cunt of on sach
Witneszs lampsring
Eoaling Toikach Grooklyn, WY Gre count of Jonspdrzoy to L Ti
Comrmit Kail Fraud: cns ccuntz of count;
Mail Frsud to £250, 300
Rozaliva Brodetakava Brocklyn, WY ocunt of Conspir to in ¢
t. Kail Fraud; ons counn of each count;
[Frzud to 250,300
Fafirz Has Eracklyn, WY dre count of Oonspirzcy to A0 yeaws “n grison on
Cormit Kail Fraud; cnes coun:t of each count; fins of up
Mail Fraud to $250, 000
=
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